Inspection of Apples and Honey, The
Nursery on the Common
1 Queensmere Road, Wimbledon, London SW19 5QD

Inspection date:

29 January 2020

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children flourish in this outstanding nursery. Leaders have exceptionally high
expectations for every child. This is matched by the excellent teaching skills of the
staff team. Children are consistently engaged, excited and interested, and enjoy
exploring the excellent range of learning experiences. They make the most of
opportunities to develop their interests, and rapidly build on their skills and
knowledge. Children are captivated by meaningful activities that ensure they are
highly motivated to learn. For example, following a discussion on feelings and
emotions, children decided to build a hospital in order to make people feel better.
They used their imagination and practised mark making as they drew designs for
their hospital. They used their physical abilities and worked together, developing
important social skills as they brought their design to life with the large
construction materials.
Children's behaviour is impeccable. They learn to listen to the views of others and
accept each other's ideas. Children manage their own behaviour well. They show
high levels of resilience and older children solve minor difficulties or disagreements
independently. Children learn to respect differences between themselves and
others, which will help them to live successfully in British society. They have
formed exceptionally close and caring bonds with staff, who are calm, nurturing
role models. This ensures that children feel safe and thoroughly enjoy their time at
the nursery.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Leaders are ambitious and inspiring. They successfully combine their expertise,
experience and knowledge of children to provide an exceptional learning
environment. Alongside the well-qualified staff team, leaders develop an
aspirational curriculum that supports children's educational needs and emotional
security. Experiences for children are extremely well planned to make the most
of their skills and knowledge, and build on these in consistent and coherent
ways.
n Staff understand the children exceptionally well. They deliver activities in ways
that promote children's independence, curiosity and sense of wonder. They plan
topic work around children's interests and skilfully adapt their teaching to
children's individual abilities. This ensures that all children benefit as much as
possible from the excellent range of learning experiences.
n Parents comment on the excellent emotional support their children receive. They
recognise that this enables their children to settle in quickly and feel secure and
happy. Parents make comments such as, 'Not only is my child exceptionally safe,
they are also genuinely loved by the staff.'
n All children make excellent progress. Additional funding is used fully effectively
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to enhance children's experiences and deliver their full entitlement to early
education. Plans for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities,
and for those who speak English as an additional language, are excellent.
Interventions are precisely targeted, and teaching is consistent. Staff work
effectively with other agencies and professionals to give children the best
possible start in life.
Leaders and staff are utterly committed to creating a welcoming and inclusive
environment. There is a strong connection to the local community, which is
celebrated and strengthened through regular outings and visits. For example,
staff and children host regular activities and lunches for elderly members of their
community.
Parents speak of the nursery as a 'family'. They value the opportunities to share
in their children's learning experiences. For instance, staff, children and families
of different faiths and beliefs come together for the weekly celebration of the
Jewish Sabbath, Shabbat.
Children eagerly develop their skills in mathematics and literacy. They
confidently estimate, measure and count during building activities. They draw
pictures and make marks to represent their ideas and experiences. Staff use an
exceptionally well-planned reading scheme, which helps children to develop the
skills and aptitude to become successful readers.
Children have a positive and enthusiastic attitude to learning. They are highly
motivated, independent and confident. Throughout the day they remain
purposefully engaged as they explore their own interests and participate in
activities led by the highly skilled staff.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Managers and staff have an excellent understanding of safeguarding issues. They
know how to take prompt and effective action should they have any concerns
about children's welfare. Staff know the procedures for reporting allegations and
how to escalate concerns to professionals outside of the nursery, if necessary.
They supervise children well, and ensure a safe environment is maintained for
them. Staff have a very good understanding of the signs that indicate a child may
be at risk of harm, including from radical and extreme views.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

123134

Local authority

Wandsworth

Inspection number

10138251

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Sessional day care

Age range of children

2 to 5

Total number of places

30

Number of children on roll

27

Name of registered person

Ish-Horowicz, Judith Esther

Registered person unique
reference number

RP511763

Telephone number

02088 796 915

Date of previous inspection

12 May 2016

Information about this early years setting
Apples and Honey, The Nursery on the Common registered in 1997 and is located
in the London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery is open from 9.30am to 2pm
Monday to Thursday and from 9.30am to 12.30pm on Friday, during term time
only. The provider receives funding to offer free early education for children aged
two, three and four years. There are nine members of staff. Of these, seven hold
appropriate childcare qualifications at levels 6 or 7. This includes staff with qualified
teacher status and early years professional status. One staff member is a qualified
speech and language therapist.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Sarah Crawford
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Inspection activities
n The manager showed the inspector around the setting, and discussed the aims
of the curriculum and how the learning environment is organised.
n The inspector observed a range of activities indoors and outdoors, including
completing a joint observation with the manager. She evaluated the quality of
the curriculum and the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector talked to parents, staff and children at appropriate times during
the inspection and took account of their views and experiences of the nursery.
n The documents reviewed included staff first-aid certificates, policies and
children's records.
n The inspector discussed the leadership and management of the nursery with the
manager and the owner.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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